This article identifies and provides a brief description of Malaysian electronic legal information and resources. It guides non-legal and legal information-seekers to find useful legal information and resources on the web. A brief description of the Malaysian legal system and its history is also highlighted to give an understanding of the context of the development of the country's legal system and its resources.
dependence on the use of the latest technology in the dissemination of information. This also has made an impact on the legal profession. The technology and the internet have brought major changes in imparting and promoting legal information.
Review of literature
A literature search reveals the earlier attempts to identify and outline Malaysian legal resources. Shaika Zakaria (1988) presented a detailed outline of various Malaysian legal sources available till the end of 1980's.
1 A similar article, by Edzan (2000) , highlighted the print version of Malaysian primary and secondary legal sources available till the end of 1990's.
2 There have also been various studies from other jurisdictions examining legal resources available on the Web for the purpose of simplifying the search of a vast range of legal information. Jatkevicius James (2000) and his co-authors identified and examined the significant and freely available legal sites on the Web.
3 And Vander Meer and Fravel (2002) provided a listing of Malaysian criminal justice information available on the Web.
4

Objective
The aim of this article is to identify and describe Malaysian legal websites and electronic legal resources available on the Internet. This information is of immense use and value to anyone seeking information on the Malaysian legal system and services.
Methodology
1 Shaika Zakaria. Sumber-sumber maklumat mengenai undang-undang Malaysia.
7 Kekal Abadi 7 (1988) 
2 N.N. Edzan. Malaysian legal sources: print. 5 Malaysian Journal of Library & Information Science 19 (2000) . 3 Jatkevicius, James, Hart, Patricia and Krisin Haderlie. Free legal resources aggregators on the web. 23 EContent 27 (2000 In order to determine the aim of this study a number of key websites were identified. These websites were then placed under 3 different categories, namely:
1. Malaysian legal system and services; 2. Online/Electronic law reports and legislation; and, 3. Other legal information.
The first category includes a selected list of government websites. These provide an overview of the information on the Malaysian Constitution, the legal system, the judiciary and legal services. The second category focuses on the information of commercial publishers' websites. These provide information on the law reports, legislation, products and free resources that are available on their websites. The third category highlights other legal information, namely, legal portals and law association websites.
The websites were identified using the Google search engine and book marked. The sites were examined in the following areas:
• scope,
• availability of free resources,
• strengths and weaknesses.
Limitation
Information on websites changes constantly. Some websites are upgraded frequently and information may be added, discarded or rearranged. This fact is an inherent limitation of this study. As such the information may not always be accurate. Secondly, not all the Malaysian legal websites are included in this article, such as the websites of law firms, state Bar committees, and courts. These websites were excluded because links to these sites are available from the other websites discussed in this article.
MALAYSIAN LEGAL SYSTEM AND SERVICES
With the implementation of e-Government a number of government department websites are readily available on the web. Also available are sites of the Malaysian Parliament and the Judiciary. The Malaysian legal system grew out of a colorful historical background and diverse cultures. This manifests itself in a unique system comprising a combination of the common law, Syariah law (Islamic law) and customary law traditions. Colonization brought the influence of the English common law. The frequent reference of English cases as precedents on the common law ensures its enormous influence on Malaysian law. Much of it became incorporated into Malaysian law mainly through sections of the Civil Law Act 1956. Section 3(1) provides for the general application of English Law, Section 5 provides for the application of English law in commercial matters and section 6 provides for the exclusion of English land law.
Malaysian Parliament
Under the Court of Judicature Act 1964 the Malaysian Judiciary comprises, in order of hierarchy, the Federal Court (formerly Supreme Court), the Court of Appeal, two High Courts, one for West Malaysia, and the other for East Malaysia (the states of Sabah & Sarawak). Below the High Courts are the subordinate courts namely the Sessions Court, followed by the Magistrates Court. In West Malaysia the Magistrate's Court is followed by the Penghulu's Court.
5 The judiciary's website contains detailed information on the Malaysian judicial system, the jurisdictions of the courts, the judges' profiles, and a list of official members. This website provides information of the Registrar's Circulars, an index of practice directions and notes. Also available on this website are courts' addresses, cause lists of the Federal Court, the Court of Appeal and the High Court and selected speeches by the Chief Justice. The Federal Court administers this site.
Besides legislation, the law is also found in cases decided by the superior courts, the Federal Court, the Court of Appeal and the two High This site is useful for those who wish to seek information on the Malaysian judiciary, the courts as well as updates of the latest judgments. The website is easy to browse. However, one weakness of this website is the language used. The website does not provide multiple language options. Although the layout of the website is in English, the links and the content of the information are mainly in Bahasa Malaysia. The site could be improved if this linked information was available in English as well. Attorney General's Chamber (http://www.agc.gov.my/)
The Attorney General's Chambers (AGC) of Malaysia consists of lawyers who advise and draft laws for the government and appear in court for the government for prosecution in criminal cases and when the government is a party in civil suits. In short they are lawyers for the Malaysian government. A person who is unable to hire a lawyer due to financial setbacks or is not legally represented by a lawyer in either the Federal Court or the Court of Appeal can seek assistance from the Legal Aid Bureau. It is part of the Prime Minister's Department. The website provides the organizational history and the information of the services offered. Under this tab, information on the eligibility and the procedure to apply for legal aid is available. Here you can find court fees and look up the panel of lawyers who do legal aid work listed by state. Also set out is the procedure for lawyers who wish to apply to be on the panel. This website provides links to two other relevant legal department of the Prime Minister's Department namely the Department of Insolvency Malaysia and Department of Legal Matters. This website has a simple layout and is easy to browse; however, information is available only in Bahasa Malaysia. This site is significant for those who wish to know the procedure for obtaining government legal assistance. The site allows Syariah lawyers to register online and obtain access to free online e-syariah newsletters and also to check the status of their clients' cases nationwide. Other useful information includes the information on the Department of Syariah Judiciary Malaysia library, its policy and access to the library Online Public Access Catalogue. The Reference Material tab provides access to case abstracts published in the Jurnal Hukum. Other free reference resources include links to syariah state enactments and ordinances. Other services and information include online "Faraid" calculation, Syariah Criminal Case Registration (for members only), access to syariah court directories listed by states, guidelines of court procedures and processes, syariah court case schedules, and an archive which contains legal news pertaining to syariah law.
Department of Syariah Judiciary
Links to other Islamic portals and departments such as the Singapore Syariah Court, the Association of Malaysian Syariah Lawyer (Persatuan Peguam Syare Malaysia) and a United States based Islamic Portal are listed in this website. The website is attractive and well designed. However the weakness of this website is that it is not easily and readily accessible. The website gives provides insight into the function of Malaysian syariah courts and an overview of Islamic law practice in Malaysia.
LAW REPORTS & LEGISLATION/ELECTRONIC DATABASES
In Malaysia, most legal articles and judgments are published in a number of local law reports, namely, the Malayan Law Journal, the Current Law Journal and All Malaysian Reports. Besides print versions, most of these reports are now also available on CD Rom and online. Only subscribers are able to access the database and retrieve the report in the full text version. The publishers provide websites to disseminate information about their products and services for users to purchase online. These sites also provide useful free resources such as brief judgments and legal news. Group and is now a member of LexisNexis Group. The publication has evolved from the print version to CD Rom and Online in tandem with the expansion of law and advances in technology. Generally the MLJ CD or online database (via lexis.com) covers the full text of reported and unreported cases and articles. At present, the publisher has also expanded its products and services to the publication of books, CDs and organizing conferences and workshops.
Malayan Law Journal
The MLJ site gives information about products and services, namely books and CDROMs. You can purchase the products online via the MLJ Bookstore link. Here you can browse books by title, category of product, and subject index. One very useful link is "Free Resources" where you can access a huge range of legal articles at no cost.
Legal professionals, academicians and judicial officers' are encouraged to publish their articles in the Malayan Law Journal. Submission and copyright guidelines are given. Additionally, authors can update the content of the articles online; however the guidelines to do so are lacking. The customer service center link provides contact information on services and products. Under the technical support link, guidelines to download the CD Rom are provided. Details of Conferences and Seminars organized by LexisNexis are also available from this site. Interested parties can download the registration forms. In general, this website is designed to promote and sell products, and it also contains some useful free resources. This site is easy to navigate and the language used on it is English.
Malaysian Current Law Journal
(http://www.cljlaw.com)
Another popular local legal report is the Malaysian Current Law Journal (MCLJ), published since 1981 by CLJ Legal Network (Pte) Ltd. The MCLJ has expanded from print to online accessibility. The MCLJ database contains cases, legislation, articles, treaties, forms, practice notes, precedents and legal references. The databases include reported cases from the CLJ (coverage from 1981-to date), the Business Law Journal, Malaysian Tax Cases CLJ Supplement from 1985 to 1998, Industrial Awards (1980 to date) and selected unreported cases from 1984 to date. All cases are searchable within a single search window. One point to note about this database is that its search and display process for all the resources are simple and smooth.
Free information on this site includes the latest legal news from daily newspapers. You will find this under the "News" tab. The current list of latest judgments, Bills, principal and amending Acts, and subsidiary legislation are found under the "Law Resources" tab. Individuals who wish to receive by email the latest updates of new cases of the Malaysian superior courts cited in the MCLJ and the Industrial Law Report Bulletin can do so by registering for this service, which is free of charge. Only paid members will be able to access the full text of the cases. Information on other products and services are provided along with the contact information. One of the latest efforts made by the same management of the CLJ database is the Online Commonwealth Law Cases database. I found no major weakness of this website or the database. The website is easy to access and the information available is sufficient for its purpose as a commercial website. Some links are accessible for registered members only, such as practice directions, selected articles, and subscriptions to the mailing list. Information available for non-members includes selected judgments, access to the full text articles from the Malaysian Bar publication, INSAF, and its official newsletter called Praxis/Infoline. This is available under "Resources Centre" tab. Non-members are also able to access the Legal Profession Act 1976 and all the rules and regulations which is available at the "Governing Laws" tab. A comprehensive directory of Malaysian lawyers, Notaries Public, Commissioners for Oaths and Syariah Lawyers are also available in this website.
The Malaysian Bar has incorporated information for the public in order to create public awareness of legal matters, such as information on the sale and purchase of houses, hire purchase of goods, and complaints against lawyers. Some useful links to other sites such as State Bar Committees, Law Associations, Law Societies and Bar Councils of other jurisdictions are available on this website. Overall, the information, links and the layout of the website are well designed and organized. It is easy to browse and the language used is English. • international legal links, and many more. The language used at the site is English. This portal is simple, well-organized, well designed, and has plenty of coverage of legal matters and information, although some links have expired and are no longer accessible. While still a useful site, it could be greatly improved if it was better maintained.
Conclusion
All the sites listed above are unique and useful in their own ways. My evaluation of the websites reveals that these websites contain useful information such as information on the Malaysian legal system, links to state bar committees, free resources such as a list of latest acts, judgments, articles, and other useful legal links. Generally, they are guides to what legal information is available and where to find Malaysian legal resources and services. In particular, non-reference librarians can help users to do preliminary research, and guide the librarian to purchase legal resources for its institution's collection.
Information technology and globalization makes information readily available. In the legal field, one can search for any country's legal information and services online. This global development has also made access to the services of Malaysian legal publishers much easier and promotes their legal databases and products online. As such, valuable electronic legal resources and services for Malaysia are readily available to librarians, non-law librarians, legal firms, legal professionals and the public.
The Malaysian legal associations or publishers' websites which have in-house publications, namely DSJM, Malaysian Bar Council, MLJ and CLJ, have included guidelines for submitting articles for publishing in their publications. This encourages legal professionals to submit quality articles.
Most of these websites are easily accessible. The language used on most websites is English, though some websites also use Bahasa Malaysia. The use of dual language extends the value of these websites to both Malaysian and international users.
